THIi  NEAR EAST

side of the street are the military hospital and the
church of the Jesuits. Not far away is the Domini-
can monastery.

Of these the most remarkable is the rector's pal-
ace. But the cloisters of the Franciscans are beauti-
ful and hold an extraordinary charm and peace. The
rector's palace is a noble Renaissance building, with
a court}'rard containing a very handsome staircase,
and with a really splendid fifteenth-century colon-
nade fronting the piazza. The carving of the
capitals of the columns is wonderfully effective.
Three are said to be inferior to the remaining four,
which were the work of an architect of Naples, Ono-
frio. But all are remarkable. The little winged
boys have a tenderness and liveliness, a softness and
activity, which are quite exquisite. The windows of
Venetian Gothic are beautiful; and the whole effect
of this fagade, with its carved doorway, the round
arches, richly dark, with notes of white, the two tiers
of stone seats raised one above the other, and the
double rows of windows, square and arched, in the
shadow of the colonnade, is absolutely noble.

The cathedral is not very interesting, and the
"Assumption" over the high altar, though attrib-
uted to Titian, cannot be by him. Much more at-
tractive is a copy of the Madonna della Sedia of
Raphael The treasury contains some remarkable
jewels and silver and many relics.
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